
House Joint Memorial (HJM) 3
Calling on Congress to meet the promise of IDEA funding

Problem: Funding for special education is significantly less than what’s needed to provide 
an appropriate education to all identified students while providing training and 
other resources to the staff who work directly with these students. With the mandate 
of a free and appropriate public education for all students, the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) called for federal funding of 40 percent of average 
per-pupil expenditures.

Solution: HJM 3 calls for passage of congressional legislation to fully fund the IDEA 
commitment of 40 percent.

Background: With the mandate of a free and appropriate public education for all students, IDEA 
called for federal funding of 40 percent of average per-pupil expenditures for special 
education students. Federal IDEA funding to states has varied over time, but has 
been as low as 8 percent for years and reached only about 18 percent at its peak. In 
2016, federal IDEA funding covered 16.3 percent of average per-pupil expenditures.

 For more than 30 years, federal funding has been well below the promised 40 
percent, and states and school districts have been wrestling with the gap. At the 
same time, special education enrollment has been increasing. Unfortunately, 
districts have been forced to spread their special education resources more thinly as 
a result, jeopardizing the quality of education for students and, in some cases, even 
endangering student and staff safety.

 As districts remain challenged to meet educational goals and ensure the safety of 
students and staff, it is past time for Congress to make good on its promise to fund 40 
percent of average per-pupil expenditures for special education.

Sponsors: Chief sponsors: Sen. Roblan and Reps. Doherty and Sollman. Sens. Gelser, Knopp 
and Wagner and Reps. Evans, Gorsek, Piluso, Salinas and Schouten.
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